Deciding about the unknown: perceptions of risk of women who have prenatal diagnosis.
This paper examines the risk perceptions of women who undergo two prenatal diagnostic procedures, amniocentesis and CVS (chorionic villus sampling). Data were collected from a survey of clinic patients in suburban Washington, D.C. and in San Diego (N = 120). The survey was supplemented by in-depth interviews with prenatal diagnosis users and genetic counselors. Women with more education, as well as those who had CVS rather than amniocentesis, were more likely to view their risk as low. This contradicts the accepted view that users are aware of the higher risks of CVS. Rather, it seems that risk perceptions are socially constructed to achieve cognitive consistency with the action undertaken. Qualitative data suggest that perceptions of risk appear to be influenced not only by the users' demographic characteristics but by the salience and severity of the event in question and by the user's perceived control over it.